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Towards a Zero
Carbon Economy
Climathon calls on the world’s citizens to
take part in historic 24 hours of climate action

Citizens around the world 
can join the Climathon 
movement and take 
partin a 24-hour global 
hackathon to find 
solutions to city climate 
challenges.
Organised by Climate-KIC, Climathon brings 
together the challenges of the world’s cities with 
the people who have the passion and ability to 
solve them.  
The 2017 edition of the global 24-hour climate 
change hackathon takes place simultaneously in 
major cities around the world on 27 October and 
is set to be the biggest event of its kind in history.

Create real solutions to your city’s climate 
challenge, take action in your city!

How will you benefit from Climathon?

• Help solve your city’s local climate challenge, 
and make your city more resilient to climate 
change.

• Network with local leaders from academia, 
business and public authorities.

• Develop your skills in public speaking, 
innovative thinking, prioritisation, and 
explore new tools and methodologies.

• Join forces with other like-minded 
entrepreneurs and innovators.

Become a part of a global community working 
together to take climate action!

To register as a Participant for Malta go to
www.climathon.climate-kic.org

‘Our Ocean’ 
international 
conference to take 
place in Malta on 
5-6 October 2017
After the United States of America 
and Chile, the European Union is 
proud to host the 4th edition of 
the “Our Ocean” conference, at the 
initiative of High Representative 
of the EU for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy Federica Mogherini 
and European Commissioner for 
Environment, Maritime Affairs and 
Fisheries Karmenu Vella.

www.ourocean2017.org

Climate Launchpad 
Global Grand Final 
Climatelaunchpad is an annual 
green business ideas competition 
that started in 2014 with 11 
countries participating. It has now 
grown to be the largest business 
ideas competition globally, running 
simultaneously in 35 countries 
across the globe. The 2-day Grand 
Final, will be attended by more 
than 400 people from these 35 
countries. The program includes 
thematic, semi-final and final 
pitches, keynote speeches and 
workshops, as well as, high profiled 
networking events with European 
business and political leaders.

At the Grand Final, the top 3 business 
ideas from each participating 
country (i.e. 105 in total) will 
compete for the top ten spots, that 
come with monetary awards, as 
well as access to the Climate-KIC 
18-month acceleration programme. 
The event is organised and hosted 
by Chrysalis LEAP, with the Cyprus 
Investment Promotion Agency 
(CIPA) as co-organisers, sponsored 
by PwC Cyprus and is held under 
the auspices of H.E. the President 
of the Republic of Cyprus, Mr. Nicos 
Anastasiades, who will also deliver 
a closing remarks speech.

For more updated information, you 
may visit the dedicated webpage at 

www.climatelaunchpad.org/grand-final

63 Start-ups join 
Climate-KIC EIT 
RIS Accelerator 
Programme 
The start-ups – 63 in total – will 
benefit from targeted expert 
coaching and workshops until the 
end of the year and will be able to 
receive financial support in order 
to be made investment ready. 
They will have the opportunity to 
come together in two international 
bootcamps, one taking place in 
Frankfurt in October, and one in 
Lisbon during Web Summit 2017.
Mike Cherrett, Director of External 
Partnerships at Climate-KIC, said:
“I’m blown away by the quality and 
energy of the innovators we find in 
every EIT RIS country we work with. 
These start-ups are challenging us 
at Climate-KIC to raise standards 
and improve our ability to support 
innovation. I believe that people are 
fundamentally driven to innovate, 
but national variation can mean 
there are obstacles along the way 
to commercial viability.

www.cl imate-kic.org/news/63-start-
ups-join-climate-kic-eit-ris-accelerator-
programme

Paragon Europe 
is the Climate-KIC 
partner in Malta

The future is not created. 
The future is co-created.

Now its third year of operation, the Climathon 
movement has grown tremendously over the past two 
years, encouraging more innovators across the globe 
to drive climate action.

Blockchain Token to 
Share Renewable 
Energy Unveiled
A new blockchain-based energy-
sharing token has been launched in 
The Netherlands.
Named the ‘Jouliette’, the new token 
aims to empower individuals and 
communities to easily manage and 
share locally produced renewable 
energy.

It has been developed by 
Amsterdam-headquartered smart 
energy company Spectral and 
Dutch distribution system operator 
Alliander.

The Jouliette - named after the Joule 
unit of measurement for energy - is 
the first such initiative of its kind in 
the Netherlands.
 
w w w . r e n e w a b l e e n e r g y w o r l d . c o m /
articles/2017/09/blockchain-token-to-
share-renewable-energy-unveiled.html
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Climathon 
27th October 2017
Ideate. Collaborate.
Become part of a Global Community.
All in 24 hours
Climathon is a global 24-hour climate change hackathon which will take place 
simultaneously in major cities around the world on 27 October 2017. Now its 
third year of operation, the Climathon movement has grown tremendously 
over the past two years, encouraging more innovators across the globe to 
drive climate action. Climathon has grown from 19 to 59 cities in the space of 
a year, operating across 6 continents, creating over 2330 ideas and reaching 
16.8 million people worldwide in 2016.
Each city sets its own local climate challenge that reflects what affects their 
urban life the most. Challenges can vary from air quality, water and waste 
management, and extreme weather events, use of city satellite data, etc. 
Participants then tackle the set challenge for a full 24-hours, before pitching 
their ideas in front of relevant local stakeholders. These ideas can develop 
into tangible sustainable solutions and businesses that address city climate 
challenges across the globe.

Find inspiration for your challenges in the 4 thematic areas of Climate-KIC: 
Urban Transitions, Sustainable Land Use, Sustainable Production Systems 
and Decision Metrics & Finance.

Venue to be confirmed

To register go to www.climathon.climate-kic.org

Paragon Europe and Climate-KIC continuously 
throughout the year organise a number of events 
focussed on encouraging greater co-operation amongst 
local stakeholders, looking at the challenges we face and 
innovative ways to tackle these. The forthcoming events 
both locally and internationally are focussed on Urban 
Transitions and other key priorities we are seeking to 
address in 2017.

Climate-KIC
Events

Climate-KIC Malta - Stakeholder Day
6th - 7th December 2017
In preparation for the 2018 programeme, the team at Paragon Europe will be 
hosting a full-day of presentations explaining all the programmes including 
Pioneers-into-Practice, Business Accelerator. If your interested in learning 
more about the numerous opportunities available then please register your 
interest by contacting Mark Brown at mark.brown@paragoneurope.eu

Venue:
Malta Life Sciences Park

Imagine a Valletta skyline dotted 
with roof gardens, car-riddled 
streets reborn as pedestrian 
and bike-friendly spaces, and a 
business community bustling with 
green jobs – a carbon-neutral city 
of the future.
That is the vision for the island’s 
capital as it embarks on an EU 
funded sustainability experiment 
that will run until 2030.
“We are focusing on Valletta to 
see which policies work when it 
comes to tackling climate change. 
Our objective is clear: make Valletta 
a zero-carbon city by 2030,” said 
Nadia Theuma of the EU funding 
advisory firm Paragon.
The company is coordinating the 
sustainability project that will see 
Valletta join a prestigious club of 
European cities known as Smart 
Sustainable Districts.
Set up in 2014, the districts 
programme is the brainchild of the 

European Institute of Innovation 
and Technology, an EU think tank 
focused on sustainability solutions.
And it’s not just talk – the 
programme has already achieved 
proof of concept in districts that 
include Queen Elizabeth Olympic 
Park in London; Moabit West, 
Berlin; Utrecht New Centre and Les 
Docks de Saint-Ouen, Paris – with 
all districts on track for reaching 
zero carbon in the years to come.
“ The key thing is that this is not 
academic; the focus is on taking 
research and turning it into pilot 
projects that can then be scaled 
up. This is very much about going 
the next step, from studies and 
research to action and results,” said 
Mark Anthony Brown, Paragon’s 
network developer for the project.
He told The Sunday Times of Malta 
that work had already begun to 
reach out to stakeholders and start 
hashing out the plan to transform 
Valletta into a green city.
A meeting was recently held 
between Paragon and Valletta 
residents, the local council, the 
Valletta 2018 Foundation, the Grand 
Harbour Regeneration Corporation 
(GHRC), Transport Malta and other 
stakeholders, with more meetings 
planned for the coming weeks.
“What we found is that we have 
a situation today where the 
government has projects for Valletta, 
the GHRC are doing projects, and so 
are many others, be they public or 
private initiatives,” he said.
A smart, sustainable district, 
Ms Theuma added, operates 
holistically, looking at how the 
city can best utilise the EU funds 
that are available and coordinating 
projects to achieve set carbon-
reduction targets.
“Yes, so rather than people working 
in silos, we will change that by trying 
to create an integrated approach – 
always working towards achieving 
the zero-carbon target,” explained 
Mr Brown.
So what will this new, smart, 
sustainable Valletta look like? “It’s 
early to tell, but it will definitely be 

different to what it is today,” Ms 
Theuma said.
There are no rules for how a 
smart, sustainable district can be 
developed. Instead, each one has 
its own bespoke programme.
“At this stage it is difficult to say 
what the projects and initiatives 
will be, but there is interest in how 
this will turn out, from a European 
perspective,” Ms Theuma said.
Unlike some smart, sustainable 
districts, Valletta is understood 
as offering a multiplicity – it is 
a historic walled city, a tourist 
destination, a commercial centre, 
an administrative centre and a 
leisure and entertainment hotspot.
“All of this means the project on 
Valletta can serve as a pilot for so 
many other European destinations,” 
Ms Theuma said.
But they must have some 
idea of what projects might be 
implemented in Valletta?
Mr Brown said that the first meeting 
had already identified areas that 
could be explored. These ranged 
from traffic management solutions, 
such as an increased sprawl of 
pedestrian areas, to the outright 
removal of cars.
“We could also meet halfway and 
introduce a last-mile concept, or 
electric vehicles and bicycles. We’ll 
see what works best,” he said.
Valletta mayor Alexiei Dingli is 
also committed to utilising the 
city’s underground water-storage 
cisterns. Up to 95 per cent of these 
large, often interconnected wells 
are currently unused.
“This is exactly the kind of initiative 
that would contribute,” Mr Brown 
said.
The possibility of covering parts of 
Valletta’s roofscape with gardens 
will be up for discussion, as will a 
push for a green economy, which 
could be a major employment 
opportunity.
“It’s still early days, so the possibilities 
of what kind of projects could work 
are endless,” Mr Brown said.

Ivan Martin

The Sunday Times of Malta
September 24, 2017

Roof gardens 
and fewer cars 
in new vision for 
Valletta
History, business, culture, 
tourism, administration… 
Malta’s capital city is many 
things to many people, but 
now there is also a plan to 
transform it into a zero-carbon 
city within a few years.
Ivan Martin reports.

In the
News
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Up to 6 months support and 
up to €2500 in funding

Professional business 
coaching

Informal and flexible 
environment

Assistance in developing 
your business model

Access to a motivated and 
dynamic community of 
likeminded individuals

Help in exploring whether 
entrepreneurship is the 

future career

Greenhouse
About the Greenhouse
Whether as an individual or in groups, national or international, 
young student, advanced professional or experienced 
researcher: the Greenhouse is open to anyone.

Climate-KIC funds selected Greenhouse project groups 
with up to €2,500, and helps them transform their climate 
innovation ideas into sustainable business models and 
marketable products or services.

Climate-KIC provides an informal and flexible environment to 
assess the market potential of your business idea, develop a 
business model and find out whether entrepreneurship is the 
future career for you.
Whatever you need, we have the right support for you. If you 
choose to continue with setting up a real start-up, we even 
have special programmes to instigate and become successful 
in your future career as entrepreneur.

www.climate-kic.org/news/want-become-entrepreneur-join-greenhouse-
programme

Request for Expressions of 
Interest - Carbon Reduction
Paragon Europe is inviting organisations, entrepreneurs and 
start-ups to express their interest in providing solutions 
aimed at delivering a Zero Carbon Economy.
You must be able to demonstrate an innovative approach to 
the application of new or existing solutions to help us meet 
the Climate Change challenge.
If you can demonstrate solutions that will have a high impact 
at minimum cost in tackling carbon emissions in areas such 
as Energy Efficiency, Renewable and Digital Energy, Water 
treatment and management, Waste management and 
Waste to Energy, Transport and Electric Mobility, Agriculture 
and Tourism, we want to hear from you.
 
Please contact - Mark Anthony Brown MBA, Climate-KIC 
Network Developer at mark.brown@paragoneurope.eu

Climate-KIC supported 
start-up Lilium secures
$90 million for all-electric 
flying taxi
Groundbreaking start-up Lilium – supported by 
Climate-KIC’s Accelerator programme – has raised 
$90 million in its latest funding round, enabling 
rapid development towards commercialisation of 
its electric vertical take-off and landing jet.
A group of investors including Tencent; LGT, 
the international private banking and asset 
management group; Atomico, Lilium’s Series 
A backer founded by Skype co-founder Niklas 
Zennström; and Obvious Ventures, whose co-
founder Ev Williams is Twitter’s co-founder and 
former CEO. The investment brings the company’s 
total capital raised to more than $100 million.

From 2014 to 2015, Lilium successfully completed 
Stage 1 and 2 of Climate-KIC’s Accelerator 
programme in Germany. By participating in the 
innovation development initiative, the cutting-
edge start-up was able to validate its business 
model and lay the groundworks for significant 
future investment. Start-ups participating in all 
three stages of the Accelerator programme in 
Germany, Austria or Switzerland are eligible to 
receive up to €95,000 in grants and €30,000 
worth of professional business coaching.

Daniel Wiegand, Lilium co-founder and CEO said: 
“This investment is a tremendously important 
step for Lilium as it enables us to make the five-
seat jet a reality. This is the next stage in our 
rapid evolution from an idea to the production 
of a commercially successful aircraft that will 
revolutionise the way we travel in and around 
the world’s cities. It makes Lilium one of the best 
funded electric aircraft projects in the world. Our 
backers recognise that Lilium’s innovative eVTOL 
technology puts us in the lead in this exciting new 
industry, with no other company promising the 
economy, speed, range and low-noise levels of 
the Lilium Jet.

“We are continuing to recruit the very brightest 
and best global talent in aeronautical engineering, 
physics, electric propulsion and computer science 
to join us on this extraordinary aviation journey 
where the only limits are the laws of physics.”

www.climate-kic.org/news/climate-kic-supported-start-
lilium-secures-90-million-electric-flying-taxi
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Climate
Change

News
Keep up-to-date with Climate 
Change news via Daily Planet 
– a Climate-KIC service
www.dailyplanet.climate-kic.org

Viewpoints - According to a new study 
authored by climate change researchers, substantial 
emissions reductions are required to avoid severe 
impacts on the water cycle in Europe.

Our current emissions trajectory is beyond a +3°C 
warming, and we’d need to mitigate global warming to 
1.5°C to make a difference on water impacts in Europe.
In a warmer world, heavy rainfall becomes heavier, 
highest river flows further increase, and lowest flows 
decrease. In addition, these changes affect wider areas. 
Impacts of climate change at 1.5, 2, and 3°C mean global 
warming above pre-industrial level have been assessed 
and compared for precipitation, snowpack, runoff, and 
discharge in Europe. This was done by using the results 
of a number of climate models as input for hydrological 
models. The hydrological impacts in a warmer Europe 
were compared with those from the reference period of 
1971-2000.

Full Story:
www.dailyplanet.climate-kic.org/action-needed-avoid-severe-
impacts-water-cycle-europe

France bans production of 
hydrocarbons
French Ecology Minister Nicolas Hulot proposed on 
Wednesday (6 September) a bill to end the production of 
hydrocarbons in France, fulfilling a promise of Macron’s 
presidential campaign. The law stipulates that no new 
hydrocarbon exploration license will be granted, which 
will stop the search for new oil or gas deposits and 
existing operating concessions will not be renewed 
beyond 2040.

Full Story:
www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/news/france-bans-
production-of-hydrocarbons

Climate-KIC and DG 
GROW partnership 
to accelerate use of 
Copernicus satellite 
data for upskilling 
next generation of 
climate leaders
Together with the European Union’s 
Directorate-General for Internal 
Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship 
and SMEs (DG GROW), Climate-
KIC is enabling Copernicus satellite 
data application by entrepreneurs, 
universities, cities and regions to 
innovate for the climate.

The collaboration is an opportunity 
to combine the impactful education 
programmes of Climate-KIC, with 
the available data from Copernicus 
to develop Europe’s human capital 
and create innovative solutions for 
addressing the climate challenge.

www.cl imate-kic.org/press-releases/
c l i m a t e - k i c- d g - g r o w - p a r t n e r s h i p -
accelerate-use-copernicus-satellite-data-
upskilling-next-generation-climate-leaders

Climathon Challenge 
Foreseeable Waste Management 
Challenges for the City of Valletta
Valletta, the capital city of Malta is unique when compared to much larger 
capitals of the European Continent. As with most capital cities, apart from 
being the centre of Maltese political power, it is in its entirety a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, boasting a dense network of historical locations and 
monuments. Over the last twelve years the city has seen an unprecedented 
increase in commercial activity and the increased presence of both public 
and private premises leading to an increase of the daytime population. This 
is also reflected in the opening of new retail outlets and boutique hotels 
catering for the increased numbers of tourists.
When considering the uniqueness of the city one has to consider three 
perspectives - the citizens’ perspective, the commercial entities’ perspective 
and the tourists’ perspective of the city. Each of these groups are stakeholders 
and contribute economically and socially to the daily life of the city.
With the increase in day time population, a recurring real challenge that 
such a small, historical and densely populated cities city faces have is the 
continued increase municipal waste generated. There is a direct correlation 
between economic growth and the amount of waste generated.
Effective waste management is imperative in preserving and improving the 
quality of life for all those lives that are directly or indirectly linked to the city.

The current challenges faced by the city include:

1. Availability of city specific raw data.
2. Reduction in the amount of municipal waste generated.
3. Efficient implementation of waste differentiation and separation both for 

the residents and commercial entities.
4. Simplification of the waste management process.
5. How can education contribute to the improvement of the existing situation.
6. How can technology contribute to the improvement of the existing situation.

Join this  Climathon www.climathon.climate-kic.org/adelaide/search?q=valletta
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Professional
Education
Master Label Programme 
Add value to your Master
Would you like to:

• Gain the tools to make a vital contribution to climate 
change and adaptation?

• Develop an entrepreneurial career which serves 
your community?

• Explore opportunities to commercialize your ideas?

Then join our programme which offers an unique arena 
to deepen and extend your knowledge, gain credibility 
and develop your business opportunities throughout 
Europe and beyond. Complement the master’s degree 
programme you are already enrolling for and become 
part of a community that creates real solutions for 
climate change mitigation and adaptation.
The Climate-KIC Master Programme adds extra value 
to selected master degree programmes at our partner 
universities. Upon successful completion, you will 
receive a Climate-KIC certificate in addition to your 
regular degree.

• Discover how the latest climate change science is 
being transformed into new products and services

• Examine market drivers of climate innovation, 
including policy, legal and financial incentives or 
constraints

• Explore the potential for launching your start-up 
business venture with support from our business 
coaches and our pre-incubation programme

www.learning.climate-kic.org/master-label-programme

Welcome to the Ideating 
Climate Business course
Find out more and enrol 
to start the course now!
Your climate impact challenge
If you care about the planet and are looking 
for inspiration, Climate-KIC’s Ideating Climate 
Business course is for you! Joining this course, 
you get the opportunity to become part of a 
dynamic global community to develop game-
changing climate innovation.

The Challenge Creator
In the first part of the course you will explore 
climate impact areas you are interested in. 
And you will be guided through the steps 
you need to take to ‘funnel’ information and 
to ‘frame’ the problem you want to solve in 
a way that turns it into an opportunity for 
creating solutions. 

www.learning.climate-kic.org/courses/ideating-climate-
business

Transitions Hub
learning material database
The nature of systems, system innovation and transitions is 
complex and individual. There is no “one size fits all” blueprint 
approach to solve a particular challenge, as for example the 
transition of a mobility system in a city or the innovation of 
a value chain in a production process. For this reason, this 
database is designed to:

• Allow you to pick out the material that is most suitable 
and useful to the context you are working in.

• Encourage you as trainers and coaches to recombine the 
material for customizing and fitting the training you are 
delivering to an organisation, company, group or team as 
much as possible.

• Adapt, extend and develop the approaches we propose 
according to your context and experience.

We are truly interested in your thoughts, experience and 

stories from applying the Transitions Hub in practice. We 
believe that we can learn from the richness of the community 
of trainers and coaches to improve what we have, and to co-
create with you out there. Please feel free to provide your 
feedback, and get in touch with us!

Further Information:
www.cl imate-kic.org/programmes/co-create-innovation-tools/
transitions-hub

Smart Specialisation Strategies
(Course)
The smart specialisation concept, originally developed by 
D. Foray (EPFL), P. David (Stanford) and B. Hall (Berkeley) 
within the framework of a European Commission Expert 
Group, involves both a general innovation policy concept 
and a method designed to operationalize this concept. This 
method enables regions to design a regional innovation 
policy to encourage the emergence and growth of innovation 
microsystems in the selected sectors.

This concept and its concrete developments have had 
an immense impact in Europe and then beyond after the 
European Council’s decision to adopt smart specialisation as 
an essential principle of European regional policies.
 
The course aims to offer an overview of the concept and 
concrete methods allowing the design and application of a 
smart specialisation strategy on the regional (or national) 
scale. It will combine formal presentations, numerous case 
studies carried out in the field, as well as first-hand accounts.
 
www.smartspecialisation.ch/en/home

What is Professional 
Education?
Building a zero carbon economy and climate 
resilient society needs people skilled to initiate 
and lead change processes. Providing knowledge 
and skills development opportunities for 
professional to drive climate change innovation 
and tackle the challenges of climate change is at 
the core of Climate KIC’s Professional Education.

Climate-KIC offers learning opportunities for 
professionals onsite around Europe and online. 
The courses bring together change agents 
from business, policy, innovation and education 
enabling entrepreneurial responses to climate 
change.

Join us and make the transition happen!

www.llearning.climate-kic.org/professional-education
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Education
eventsIMPACT PLAYERS 

Gamification for a 
greener city
Gamification is about applying game elements 
and (digital) game design techniques to non-
game problems, such as the challenges climate 
issues pose to business and the related social 
impacts. Gamification is the hot new business 
concept being used by the world’s leading 
companies (Nike, Siemens, Dell, eBay, Cisco, 
etc.) Games are powerful tools and can engage 
users on a higher level.

The workshop is designed to give you a 
deeper insight into gamification and co-
creation processes. Participants will have the 
opportunity to learn how to use games and co-
creation effectively in their field of work, and 
reach their target audience, engage them, and 
through the change in civic behaviour patterns 
achieve their objectives.

As a result of the workshop you will be able to 
design your own gamification project to attain 
your goals related to climate change.

The course is officially co-organized with IFKA 
in Budapest.

www.learning.climate-kic.org/courses/spotlight/impact-
players/impact-players-gamification-for-a-greener-city

New Massive Open Online 
Course launched byOASIS 
Loss Modelling Framework

Massive Open Online Course 
(MOOC), providing an accessible 
introduction to catastrophe 
modelling for a wider audience

Supported by Climate-KIC’s Climate Risk Information 
Flagship Programme, and the UK Natural Environment 
Research Council (NERC), this course gives learners the 
opportunity to understand how catastrophe models 
can be used in natural catastrophe risk management, 
including extreme weather events and an increasingly 
hostile climate.
The course is freely available online to anyone interested 
in learning about catastrophe modelling. The course’s 
four modules provide insight into hazards, vulnerability 
and financial consequences, and teaches the participants 
how the OASIS tools are used for catastrophe modelling.

www.climate-kic.org/news/new-massive-open-online-course-
launched-oasis-loss-modelling-framework

CatalystSpotlight

The Spotlight courses are short and comprehensive 
educational programmes, ranging from 1-3 days.
The programme focusses on a specific innovation or 
transition challenge – and aims to increase specific 
competencies (knowledge, skills, attitudes) for climate 
innovation. 

Accessing new low carbon energy markets: 
Birmingham, Great Britain,  9 -10 October 2017

Biomimicry:
How to mastermind blue-green infrastructure:
Limassol, Cyprus, 13 - 15 October 2017

Advanced business models for climate friendly 
technologies and innovation: 
Valencia, Spain, 19 - 20 October

Greening your business. Embedding sustainability
into business model innovation:
Bologna, Italy, 18 - 20 October 2017

Copernicus: from geospatial to agribusiness:
Bologna, Italy, 25 October 2017

Copernicus: from geospatial to smart cities:
Bologna, Italy, 26 October 2017

Innovations for low carbon transitions:
 Wroclaw, Poland, 30 - 31 October 2017

Impact Players - Gamification for a greener city:
Budapest, Hungary,  30 November - 1 December 2017

The Catalyst Courses bring together professionals/
entrepreneurs facing similar challenges for sharing 
and transfer of best practice to enhance their projects, 
strategies and skills on managing innovation. It is a 
5-day coached residential workshop, accompanied by 
online modules. Participants work intensively and in a 
trans-disciplinary setting on specific “bring your own 
cases”. 

Professional skills for the transition to a circular 
economy.  A systematic approach to water 
management:
Valencia, Spain, 16 - 21 October 2017

Sustainable City – responsible leadership:
Wroclaw, Poland, 20 - 25 November 2017

Sustainable innovation in agrofood industry:
Budapest, Hungary, 27 November - 2 December 2017

Online Educational Courses
Climate-KIC offers a range of Free courses focussing on 
many aspects of climate change. These courses are open 
to anyone who is interested and offer educational content. 
Current courses available include amongst others:

1. E-Waste Challenge: With our growing appetite for 
electrical and electronic products, combined with 
rapid innovation and ever-shorter product lifespans, 
e-waste has now become one of the fastest growing 
waste streams.

2. System Innovation: The learning material will 
support you to develop your skills related to 
facilitation, in order to enable you to better manage 
multi-functional teams and complex stakeholder 
environments.

 
3. Supply Chain: The GRI Supply Chain course is 

designed to support individuals and organizations 
that want to better understand how to take action 
to promote sustainability and transparency in their 
supply chain, and the role of sustainability reporting 
using GRI Standards.

4. Biodiversity: This course will help you develop your 
understanding of the sustainability context and the 
content of the GRI Sustainability Reporting Standards 
for the GRI Aspect: Biodiversity.

Newsletter October 2017 www.climate-kic.org 1413

https://learning.climate-kic.org/courses/spotlight/impact-players/impact-players-gamification-for-a-
https://learning.climate-kic.org/courses/spotlight/impact-players/impact-players-gamification-for-a-
http://www.climate-kic.org/news/new-massive-open-online-course-launched-oasis-loss-modelling-framework/
http://www.climate-kic.org/news/new-massive-open-online-course-launched-oasis-loss-modelling-framework/


Fifth European Marine 
Science Educators Conference  
7th - 10th October
The European Marine Science Educator Association 
(EMSEA) is an international non-profit organisation 
committed to boost ocean literacy in Europe. EMSEA 
provides a platform for ocean education in the different 
European regional seas.
EMSEA’s goals are to raise educators awareness of 
ocean issues and the need for a sustainable future for 
our coasts, seas and ocean.

www.emsea.eu

ISOS Summit
18th to 20th October 2017
The 10th International Summit on Stability of Organic 
and Perovskite Solar Cells (ISOS-10) ‘17
ISOS has been running since 2008 and has rapidly 
become one of the most attended workshops in the field 
of third generation solar cell technology, bring together 
an expert community both from industry and academia.
Keynote speakers will discuss a range of studies on Real 
World Applications (Field Installations, BIPV, Portable 
Devices), Testing against IEC and ISOS Standards, 
Accelerated Laboratory Aging, Detailed Analysis of 
Degradation Mechanisms.

The workshop will take place at The Cavalieri Art Hotel, 
Spinola Road, St Julian’s Malta.

To register and participate in this event: 

www.isos10.mcast.edu.mt/isos10/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/
ISOS-10_Poster_170627_web.pdf

What’s happening in Malta?

Malta
Stakeholder
Events
The following forthcoming local events are organized 
by the Malta College of Arts, Science & Technology 
(MCAST), EVBB and EMSEA.
The Malta College of Arts, Science and Technology 
(MCAST) was established in 2001, it is Malta’s leading 
vocational education and training institution. Through 
six institutes in Malta and the Gozo Campus, MCAST  
offer 185 fulltime and over 300 part-time vocational 
courses ranging from certificates to degrees (MQF Level 
1 to Level 6).
The European Association of Institutes for Vocational 
Training (EVBB) is a European umbrella association 
whose members  are state associations, associations, 
coordinating institutes of education and educational 
providers at a national, regional and local level.
The European Marine Science Educator Association 
(EMSEA) is an international non-profit organisation 
committed to boost ocean literacy in Europe. EMSEA 
provides a platform for ocean education in the different 
European regional seas. EMSEA was founded in 2011 
inspired by the example of NMEA and became an official 
organisation in 2016. 

EVBB – International Annual 
Conference
4th to 7th October 2017
The European Association of Institutes for Vocational 
Training (EVBB) will organize this year’s annual 
conference in Malta and will once again put an emphasis 
on the issues of crucial importance for politicians, VET 
providers and the labour market. 
 The objective is to enhance the image of VET throughout 
the EU and even beyond, to analyse the requirements of 
the digital era and to take an active part in implementing 
the necessary tools so that companies, especially 
SMEs, stay on track and can face the challenges of the 
forthcoming digital revolution.

www.evbb.eu/blog/2017/05/24/malta-2017-vocational-training-
in-the-context-of-an-inclusive-society/

Malta Innovation Summit
13th October
Malta’s first conference specifically targeted towards 
nurturing innovation. A gathering for executives, 
educators, professionals, leaders, innovators, and CEOs 
who are constantly pushing innovation within their 
organisations.

www.maltainnovationsummit.com
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FOS, is a smart system for the management of the public lighting. It provides a 
real-time, two-way flow of energy and information to all stakeholders in the grid 
chain, from the generation plant to the commercial,industrial, and residential end-
users, enabling utilities to adapt their network capacity to electricity production.

buildlights.com - Off the shelf light fittings are not expensive to buy, but are mass-
produced and lack that personalized touch that makes any product the more desirable. With the 
introduction of Rapid Prototyping Technology, mass customisation is just as cost effective as 
mass production. The online platform allows users to modify the shape and form of the light 
fitting and the back-end algorithm prepares the files for laser cutting, milling or 3d printing. Each 
job can be fundamentally different from the previous, in shape, size and form.

The Multi-User Solar Water Heater will provide solar heated 
water to various residents in the apartment building. The same system will also bill 
automatically the individual resident in accordance to his hot water usage by means of 
metered supply and a specific software via the building administrator.

The handson team look at offering equipment with the least 
power consumption and also building software in the most efficient 
manner, using languages which make the system more efficient and 
lighter on operating systems.

The 4ALL team operate a platform for the lease of e-bikes to encourage 
use especially in avoiding rat running.

Introducing

Malta’s
new

startups

The EIT Regional Innovation Scheme Accelerator is a 
Climate-KIC programme to increase the innovation 
capacity in: Bulgaria, Cyprus, Estonia, Latvia, Malta, 
Portugal, Romania, Serbia and Slovenia.
Meet the startups currently being supported in these 
countries. Experience remarkable business models, 
get in touch with startups in your industry and get 
connected.

To view all of the new startups supported by Climate-KIC 
www.matchmaking-startups-cleantech.eu

Robert Busuttil (Coach)
Ing. Robert Busuttil is a Mechanical Engineer by profession and is the latest addition to Paragon 
Europe Projects Team.
Throughout his career he occupied middle and senior managerial roles both with local and 
foreign companies operating in the manufacturing, logistics and energy markets. Ing. Busuttil 
will add his technical experience to Paragon’s current and future projects.

Introducing Malta’s

Climate-KIC
(Paragon Europe) Team

Nadia Theuma  (Director of Projects) 
Dr. Nadia Theuma, Executive Director is the leading project management expert at Paragon, 
personally overseeing Paragon’s growing portfolio of internal and external projects. With a 
Doctorate degree in the development, marketing and management of Cultural and Sustainable 
Tourism, she has consolidated experience especially linked to regional branding and 
development. She is also an expert with DG Growth on sustainable tourism. Dr. Nadia Theuma 
is an international speaker and an established author in her field.

André Camilleri  (Head Coach)
André Camilleri has over 15 years’ experience in both the private and public sector, mostly in 
middle and senior management positions. His responsibilities included business development, 
project management, setting up and operating companies in various countries, negotiating 
high-value contracts in Malta and abroad, handling logistics and ensuring that deadlines/
targets are reached. Apart from his role as a Business Development Manager within Paragon, 
he has been appointed as head coach for the Climate-KIC program to transfer his business 
approach knowledge to program participants through experience.

Mark Anthony Brown MBA (Network Developer)
Mark Anthony Brown MBA is the Climate-KIC Network Developer for Malta. Mark has over 
38 years international business management experience and obtained his MBA from the 
prestigious University of Leicester in 2000. Mark has worked for several International 
businesses as a Global IT Director specialising in Transformation and Governance and now 
brings his considerable experience to the Climate Change agenda.

Gonca Kara Demir  (Project Manager)
Gonca Kara Demir, LLM is Project Manager at Paragon Europe Head Office in Malta, currently 
implementing Climate-KIC activities including the Accelerator and Pioneers into Practice. She 
studied Law and holds an LLM degree from University of Sussex on EU and International Trade 
Law Programme. During that time, she gained experience and knowledge in EU focused ICT 
and Intellectual Property Rights Law. She has over 6 years of experience working on EU and 
National Funding Programmes in particular related to ICT, Smart Cities, Environment, and 
Digital Skills.
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